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In a development widely expected to influence the upcoming presidential elections, the Zapatista
National Liberation Army (Ejercito Zapatista de Liberacion Nacional, EZLN) on June 10 announced
that members of indigenous communities in Chiapas unanimously rejected a 32-point peace
agreement. The peace agreement was reached between EZLN representatives and the government's
Peace Commissioner, Manuel Camacho Solis, in San Cristobal de las Casas, Chiapas, in March of
this year (SourceMex, March 9, 1994).
The rejection ensures that debate over poverty, unemployment, human rights, housing, education,
and electoral fraud will gain momentum in the remaining weeks before the presidential and
Chiapas state elections, both of which are scheduled for Aug. 21.

Agreement 'too vague'
In its June 10 communique, the EZLN reported that 98% of the more than 2,000 members of
indigenous communities polled rejected the accord on the grounds that the promises in the
agreement were too vague and too limited in scope to satisfy demands for vast political and social
change. The 32-point accord mainly concentrated on providing assistance to develop agriculture and
industries in the region and reform the state's political system, traditionally dominated by bosses
from the ruling Institutional Revolutionary Party (PRI).
The accord also promised legal and other assistance to ensure an end to human rights abuses. It
pledged an increase in medical services, plus more and better schools. And, it promised that the
government would teach, and allow the official use of, the region's native languages. As part of an
effort to bring a nationwide scope to its proposals for change, the EZLN announced plans to seek
"a new national dialogue with all the nation's progressive forces for democracy, liberty, and justice
for all Mexicans." The rebel communique also repeated the Zapatista's original demand for the
resignation of President Carlos Salinas de Gortari and the formation of a "transitional government."
Notwithstanding the EZLN's radical stand, the guerrillas emphasized that indigenous groups in
the region are seeking a peaceful solution to their concerns and will continue to observe a ceasefire in force since Jan. 12. Additionally, the Zapatistas pledged not to interfere with the presidential
election and agreed to allow polling places to be installed in territory under their control under the
supervision of the International Red Cross and nongovernmental organizations.
Following the EZLN communique, President Salinas announced the government would also
continue to observe the cease-fire. Salinas also pledged to continue recently implemented programs
aimed at improving social and economic conditions in Chiapas. Nevertheless, Peace Commissioner
Camacho conceded that "the stage of the San Cristobal peace talks has ended," admitting that there
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is a danger of renewed fighting. "I wish I could have come here tonight with the good news of a
peace accord, but it just wasn't so," he said at a news conference. But he said he was encouraged
by the commitment of the EZLN not to resort to new violence nor interfere with the elections.
"It is clear, as it has been since the first days of January, that a social and political matter of this
magnitude has no easy solution," Camacho said.
Despite the EZLN rejection of the accord, Camacho still praised the integrity of guerrilla leaders,
especially Sub- commander Marcos: "I consider him a positive factor," Camacho said. "He and the
general command of the EZLN have been politically astute leaders who kept their promises."

Zedillo 'disappointed'
For their part, reactions from the country's leading presidential candidates have been varied but
predictable. PRI presidential candidate Ernesto Zedillo expressed strong disappointment in a radio
interview on June 11. According to Zedillo the rejection of the accord was not the answer most
Mexicans were awaiting. "We are very dissappointed," Zedillo said. "We were sure that the [March]
negotiations had been a success, and now we get the feeling that they were a failure." He urged the
government and the EZLN to return to the negotiating table to attempt to reach a compromise.
National Action Party (PAN) presidential candidate Diego Fernandez de Cevallos said he was not
surprised by the response of the indigenous groups in Chiapas. He said the government proposals
were inconsistent and filled with promises that could not be kept. He urged the two sides to make
a new effort to reach a peace accord. "This is an extremely complex and difficult affair," he told
radio station Radio Red. Finaly, Cuauhtemoc Cardenas, presidential candidate of the Democratic
Revolution Party (PRD), was more succinct: "This leaves things as they were before," said Cardenas
in a radio interview.

-- End --
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